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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 May 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [^ Claim(s) 15-30 is/are pending in the application. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
1 . This action is responsive to an Amendment filed 5/15/2006. Claims 15-30 are pending. 
Claims 15, 19, 23, 27 are amended. Claims 1-14 are canceled. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15, 19, 23, and 27, filed 5/15/2006, have 
been fully considered, but they are not persuasive. 

Referring to claims 15, 19, 23, and 27, the applicant argues that Daniels fails to teach or 
suggest any operation in which the control data for controlling the recording at the user remote 
device is transmitted appended to an e-mail. Specifically, the applicant argues that the paragraph 
cited by the examiner is directed to a user request for a programming schedule via e-mail, and 
that this paragraph is not directed to sending VCR control information. The applicant further 
argues that the examples Daniels provides of transmitting control information for controlling 
recording at a VCR disclose embedding the VCR control information within television 
programming information or provided in a special television channel on a cable system. The 
examiner respectfully disagrees. Daniels discloses an invention in which a user is provided 
access to a computer network source of program information and data instructions via an Internet 
modem connection. The user selects a television program to record and receives data 
instructions from the computer network source depending on the selected television program. A 
recording apparatus is controlled to record the selected television program depending on the 



Application/Control Number: 09/720 5 537 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

received and stored instructions (p. 13, paragraph 130). In the next paragraph, Daniels again 
states that the user chooses a television program to record and receives VCR control information 
from an Internet network (p. 13, paragraph 131). The examiner acknowledges the applicant's 
argument that Daniels discloses embedding the VCR control information within television 
programming information, but notes that this is only one way of receiving the information 
disclosed by Daniels. Daniels discloses this particular example in paragraph 144; however, the 
examiner directs the applicant to paragraph 143 of the Daniels reference, wherein it is stated that 
the network connection may be the Internet or a television signal, and further states that the 
television signal scenario is described below. Therefore, the examiner maintains that Daniels 
discloses receiving VCR control information from an Internet network. Regarding paragraph 
140, the examiner acknowledges the applicant's argument that the paragraph is directed to Figure 
15, but notes that the relevant portion of the paragraph cited by the examiner refers to the 
vehicles by which program information can be supplied to the user. Within this context, Daniels 
discloses a service a user can subscribe to that provides updated program schedule and VCR 
control information via email (p. 14, paragraph 140, lines 15-20). Daniels then redirects the 
paragraph to Fig. 15 once again, stating that in the case of the flowchart, the user is provided 
access to the network source via a network connection. Thus, the examiner interprets the 
passage originally cited in the final rejection as an aside providing the various mechanisms by 
which the user can receive program and VCR control information, as anticipated by Daniels. As 
such, the examiner maintains that Daniels meets the limitation of "the transmitted data being 
transmitted appended to an e-mail" as currently claimed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 15, 16, 19, 20, 23, 24, 27, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Daniels. 

Referring to claims 15, 16, 19, 20, 23, 24, 27, and 28, Daniels discloses an information 
processing apparatus/method, comprising a server configured to store a program table stating 
pictures in text, the server further configured to allow a user to select programs on the program 
table, the user accessing the server from a remote device through a network, and the server 
further configured to transmit data to the remote device of the user based on the user selections 
in the program table, the transmitted data being transmitted appended to an e-mail (p. 13, 
paragraphs 130, 131 & p. 14, paragraph 140, lines 15-20), and the transmitted data for 
controlling the recording of a picture at the user remote device, and including data for specifying 
a channel, data indicating the date and time for starting the recording, and data (duration data) 
indicating the date and time for terminating the recording to a picture recording apparatus (p. 13, 
paragraphs 131 & p. 14, paragraph 144)(Figs. 7, 24). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 17, 18, 21, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Daniels in view of vCalendar Specification, vOA 

Referring to claims 17, 21, 25, and 29, Daniels discloses the information processing 
apparatus/method according to claims 15, 19, 23, and 27, respectively. Daniels also discloses 
that a calendar scheduling application is operated depending on VCR control information (p. 13, 
paragraph 1 36). Daniels further discloses that VCR. control information can be updated via 
email (p. 14, paragraph 140). Daniels does not disclose that the transmitted data is data of a v- 
calendar system. vCalendar specification, v0.4 discloses the use of the vCalendar format in 
point-to-point communication (p. 1, paragraph 4), where vCalendar data streams are created with 
a vCalendar Writer and are read with a vCalendar reader (p. 1 , paragraph 6). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify 
Daniels to include the use of a vCalendar format, such as that taught by vCalendar Specification, 
v0.4 in order to collect and communicate PDI information across e-mail (p. 1, paragraph 2). 

Referring to claims 18, 22, 26, and 30, the combination of Daniels and vCalendar 
specification, v0.4 teach the information processing apparatus according to claims 15, 19, 23, 
and 27, respectively, wherein the transmitted data comprises text data including the information 
specifying the date and time of starting the recording, the recording start date and time specifying 
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information being stated next to the information indicating the start of the recording reservation 
data "BEGIN:VCALENDAR" (vCalendar Specification v0.4 p. 5 5 2.2.1), "DTSTART:" 
(vCalendar Specification v0.4 p. 6, 2.1.2), the information specifying the date and time of end of 
recording, the recording end date and time specifying information being stated next to 
"DTEND:" (vCalendar Specification v0.4 p. 23, paragraph 2.3.1 1), the information specifying a 
channel for recording, the channel specifying information being stated next to "LOCATION:" 
(vCalendar Specification v0.4 p. 24, 2.3.15), the name of a program for recording, recorded next 
to "DESCRIPTION:" (vCalendar Specification v0.4 p. 6, 2. 1 .3) , and the information 
"END: VCALENDAR" (vCalendar Specification v0.4 p. 5, 2.2.1) indicating the end of the 
recording reservation data. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Westlake et al. discloses a method and interface for linking terms in an electronic 
message to program information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 571.272.5968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571.272.7331. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Michael Van Handel 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2623 



MVH 




